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The Longest Night: A Nephite Family’s Test of Faith

The sun hung low in the western sky, its golden light stretching across the hills
surrounding Zarahemla. Inside a small, humble home on the city’s edge, a Nephite family
sat close together, the tension between hope and fear pressing heavily on their hearts.
Samuel the Lamanite’s prophecy was clear: this night would remain bright as day,
heralding the birth of the Savior. If the light did not come, the lives of all who believed
would be forfeit.

A Mother’s Calm Amid Fear

Talia, the mother, sat by the fire, her hands busy mending a cloak. Though her fingers moved
steadily, her heart felt like a trembling leaf. Her youngest daughter Miriam, clung to her hem,
her wide eyes searching for reassurance.

“Mama,” Miriam whispered, “will it really stay light tonight? Like Samuel said?”

Talia smoothed her daughter’s curls and smiled softly, though a lump tightened in her throat.
“Yes, my love,” she said gently. “Samuel is a prophet of God, and God always keeps His
promises.”

Miriam tilted her head, frowning. “Then we don’t have to be afraid, right?”

Before Talia could answer, her eldest son, Levi, spoke from his place near the window. At
twelve, he was old enough to understand the stakes, but too young to mask the fear in his
voice. “But what if the sign doesn’t come? Do we really have to die just because we believed?”

A Son’s Struggle

The room fell silent. Levi clenched his fists, his gaze fixed on the floor. “Why does believing
have to mean dying?” he asked, his voice trembling. “Isn’t it better to live and serve God?
Can’t we just... say we don’t believe? Just for tonight? No one has to know.”

Miriam gasped, clutching Talia’s skirt. Josiah, the father, rose from his chair and walked to his
son, placing a firm but gentle hand on his shouider.

“Levi,” Josiah said, his voice steady, “what would happen to our faith if we chose safety over
truth? Would we be the same people we are now? Or would we lose something greater than
our lives?”

Levi shook his head, tears welling in his eyes. “But it’s so hard, Papa. Why does believing have
to cost so much?”

Josiah knelt beside him, his face softening. “Faith isn’t always easy, son. Sometimes it feels like
the hardest thing in the world. But it's also the thing that shapes us, that makes us who we



are. If we let go of our faith to save our lives, we might survive the night—but we’d lose the light
inside us.”

A Mother’s Reassurance
Talia knelt beside her husband, placing her hand over Levi’s. “Levi, | know you’re scared. We
all are. But faith isn’t about knowing the outcome—it’s about trusting God, even when we

don’t understand. Do you remember Nephi in the wilderness? He trusted God, and God
delivered him.”

Levi nodded, his voice barely a whisper. “But what if I’'m not strong enough?”

Talia pulled him close, her voice tender. “You are stronger than you think. And even if you feel
weak, God will give you the strength you need. That’s what He does.”

Miriam leaned against her mother. “| think Levi’s strong, even if he’s scared.”

Talia smiled, kissing her daughter’s head. “Faith doesn’t mean we aren’t afraid, my little star. It
means we keep going, even when we are.”

A Private Moment of Doubt

Later, as the children sat quietly by the fire, Josiah motioned for Talia to step outside. The cool
evening air greeted them, and they stood in the shadows of their home, their voices low.

“Talia,” Josiah said, his voice breaking, “what if this is the end? Is this how we want to leave
our children? Is this how we end our lives?”

Talia reached for his hand, her own trembling. “I've asked myself the same thing,” she
admitted, tears welling in her eyes. “But, Josiah, if this is the end, it will not be the end of us.
God knows us. He knows our children. If we are faithful, we will be together again. This isn't
just about tonight —it’s about eternity.”

Josiah exhaled, his shouiders relaxing slightly. “You’re right,” he said. “We’ve taught our
children to trust in God. We can’t abandon that now.”

Talia cupped his face with her hands, her tears falling freely. “Whatever happens tonight,
Josiah, | am proud to face it with you. With our family. Together.”

The Gathering of the Faithful
As the sun dipped lower, the family stepped outside and joined other faithful families who had

gathered on a nearby hill. They sat together in a sacred silence, united in hope and prayer. The
tension was palpable, the weight of what might come pressing on their hearts.

From the city below, faint drumbeats began to echo. The sound sent a shiver through the
group. It was the signal of the unbelievers, celebrating what they believed would be the failure



of Samuel’'s prophecy. The drums grew louder, a steady thump-thump-thump, as if marking
the countdown to the believers’ doom.

Levi leaned closer to his mother. “Mama,” he whispered, his voice shaking, “what if they’re
right? What if the light doesn’t come?”

Talia wrapped her arm around him, her voice firm. “Then we will still be faithful, my son. No
matter what.”

Josiah stood with the other men, his gaze fixed on the horizon. “Stay strong,” he whispered,
though his voice was barely audible.

The Moment of Truth

The sun sank below the horizon, and the world seemed to hold its breath. Shadows crept
across the hills, but the darkness did not come. Instead, the light remained, soft but steady, as
though the sun had refused to leave. A collective gasp rose from the gathered families, and
Miriam pointed to the sky, her small voice trembling with awe.

“Mamal Papal Look! It's still bright!”

The thumping drums faltered and then fell silent, replaced by a hush that spread through the
city. The light in the heavens grew brighter, and a new star appeared, shining with a brilliance
that could not be denied.

Levi stood frozen, his tears streaming freely. “It's real,” he whispered. “The sign is real.”

Josiah placed a hand on his son’s shoulder, his voice choked with emotion. “And so is God’s
love for us.”

The Miracle of Faith

The families knelt together on the hill, their voices lifting in prayer and praise. Talia pulled her
children close, her tears falling freely. “This is His promise,” she whispered. “He never leaves
us. He never forgets.”

Levi turned to his mother, his face radiant with wonder. “You were right, Mama. Faith is worth
it.”

Talia smiled, her heart overflowing with gratitude. “It always is, my son. And now you know—
God’s light will always overcome the darkness.”

As the faithful families rejoiced under the miraculous sky, the night that could have been their
last became a night of eternal light, love, and hope fulfilled.



LESSON

The Birth of Christ—Faith Amid Signs and Persecution

1. Background and Prophecy: Samuel the Lamanite

. Read and Discuss: Helaman 14:2-7

Key Signs Prophesied by Samuel:
e Agreat light in the heavens: The night before Christ’s birth would remain as bright as day.
e A new star would appear.

e Other heavenly signs and wonders.

Discussion Questions:

* What does Samuel's prophecy teach us about God’s willingness to warn and prepare His
children for significant events?

e Why do you think Samuel, a Lamanite, was chosen to deliver this prophecy to the Nephites?

Persecution and Trials Before the Signs

e Read and Discuss: 3 Nephi 1:4-9

Key Events:
e Many believed Samuel’s prophecy and looked forward with faith.

e Skeptics and disbelievers mocked and persecuted believers, claiming that the time had passed
and the prophecy was false.

¢ A decree was issued that believers would be put to death unless the sign appeared by a
specific time.

Discussion Questions:
o What challenges did the believers face as they waited for the prophecy to be fulfilled?

+ How does their faith inspire us when we face our own moments of doubt or trial?



The Fulfillment of the Sign
¢ Read and Discuss: 3 Nephi 1:12-15

Key Events:
* Nephi, the prophet, prayed fervently for his people.
* The voice of the Lord came, assuring Nephi that the sign would be given that very night.

e The signs appeared as prophesied, fulfilling Samuel’s words.

Discussion Questions:
e How does this fulfilment demonstrate God’s faithfulness to His promises?

¢ What does this event teach us about the power of prayer. and perseverance in faith?

Lessons We Can Draw
Faith Amid Doubt and Persecution

¢ The believers were mocked and faced severe persecution, but they held onto their faith in
God’s promises. :

* Application: How can we remain steadfast in our faith when others challenge or ridicule our
beliefs?

God's Timing and Fulfillment of Promises

e The signs came at the exact moment they were needed, though believers had to exercise
patience and trust in God’s timing.

e Application: How do we develop patience and trust in God's timeline for our lives?

The Role of Prophets

e Samuel the Lamanite, though an outsider, was chosen to deliver a message of hope and
warning. The people’s response to his prophecy determined their spiritual outcomes.

e Application: How do we respond to modern-day prophets and their teachings?



